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World Business Council for Sustainable Development

WBCSD is a global, CEO-led organization of over 200 
leading businesses working together to accelerate the 
transition to a sustainable world

We are the leading voice of business for sustainability: 
united by our vision of a world where more than 9 billion 
people are all living well and within the boundaries of our 
planet, by 2050.

Our global network of almost 70 national business 
councils gives our members unparalleled reach across the 
globe.



State of Global Circularity: the Reality
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The Circularity Gap Report 2020. Circle Economy
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State of Global Circularity: the Reality

Relentless demand: Global resource use, material demand per capita and material productivity

ÅGlobal resource use has 
more than tripled since 1970

ÅGlobal material demand per 
capita grewfrom 7.4 tons to 
12.2 tons per capita between 
1970 and 2017

ÅMaterial productivity started 
to decline around 2000 and 
has stagnated in the recent 
years

Global Resources Outlook 2019, IRP
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State of Global Circularity: the Reality

Extraction and processingƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΣ ŦǳŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊΧ

Global Resources Outlook 2019, IRP
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State of Global Circularity: COVID-19 Consequences
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2020 is on pace to have 30% more waste than 
generated in 20192

All masks produced to date and planned would cover 
the country of Switzerland1

Unprecedented drop in demand and price of oil 
triggered by containment measures

Ecommerce is expected to grow by 20% in 20203

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acs.est.0c02178?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=94794843&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8KGS7uNsr1QqoTHfY82VTJV_qPlhMb3Ko0wwZLyv0Daz_InsKUHOMFFHua4Xdt-RBwt_QzwUIhHh9nediHcueMRxVBYg&utm_content=94794843&utm_source=hs_email&
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/acs.est.0c02178?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=94794843&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8KGS7uNsr1QqoTHfY82VTJV_qPlhMb3Ko0wwZLyv0Daz_InsKUHOMFFHua4Xdt-RBwt_QzwUIhHh9nediHcueMRxVBYg&utm_content=94794843&utm_source=hs_email&
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/covid19-pandemic-social-shift-ecommerce-report/


Growing business interest in the circular economy

ά/9h DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ όWŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴύ by WBCSD (2017)
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